LITHUANIAN  FRATERNAL  BENEFIT  SOCIETY  BADGES 


Lithuanian  Fraternal  Badges  of  Baltimore,  Md.  Socie- 
ties of:  1)  St.  John  the  Baptist,  2)  Dr.  Vincent  Kudirkos, 
3)  Grand  Duke  Kestutis,  4)  Copernikus,  5)  Simos  Dau- 
kontas,  6)  King  Mindaugas. 


Money  in  Estonia,  Latvia  and  Lithuania 


A colorful  60  page  booklet  has  been  published 
in  Vilnius,  which  served  as  a guide  book  to  an  exhibition 
held  in  1990  by  the  History  and  Ethonographic  Museum 
featuring  money  of  the  Baltic  States.  Entitled  Money  in 
Estonia,  Latvia  and  Lithuania  1915-1940,  the  majority  of 
the  booklet  contains  colorful  photographs  of  choice 
Baltic  States  banknotes  and  related  scrip  and  coins. 

In  the  front  section  are  brief  summaries  of 
each  of  the  country's  coinage  and  banknotes:  in  English, 
German,  and  Russian  languages.  The  editor  of  the  public- 
ation is  V.  Aleksiejunas,  while  the  contributor  to  the 
Lithaunian  section  is  R.  Kunciene,  assisted  by  I.  Leimus 
(Estonian  section),  and  K.  Ducmane  (Latvian  section). 

The  covor  of  the  booklet  contains  colorful  photo- 
graphs of  Baltic  States  notes,  and  the  price  of  the 
booklet  at  the  time  of  issuance  was  3 Rubles. 


By  Henry  L.  Gaidis 

The  loneliness  experienced  by  the 
early  Lithuanian  immigrants  in  the  United 
States  led  to  the  rise  of  numerous  frater- 
nal benefit  societies.  Where  ever  a 
significant  number  of  Lithuanians  gathered 
whether  it  was  in  one  of  the  small  coal 
mining  towns  of  Pennsylvania  or  a large 
urban  city  such  as  New  York,  such 
societies  were  formed.  These  early 
immigrants  having  left  an  agricultural 
society  with  close  family  ties, found 
themselves  in  a new  land  separated 
from  their  traditional  cultural  and  religi- 
ous base  and  where  they  had  difficulty 
communicating  with  their  neighbors.  As 
a result  they  tended  to  congregate  into 
the  same  neighborhoods  and  work  places. 

Just  as  today,  when  one  Lithuanian 
meets  another  an  immediate  bond  of 
friendship  is  generally  established.  This 
same  type  of  friendship  was  experienced 
by  the  early  immigrants  and  led  to  the 
establishment  of  various  mutual  aid 
organizations.  Such  organizations  provided 
assistance  to  members  in  cases  of  illness, 
work  injury,  or  death.  During  the  late 
I9th  and  early  20th  century  such  protect- 
ion was  vital  as  there  was  no  type  of 
social  legislation  to  protect  the  worker 
or  his  family.  In  addition  to  its  financial 
benefits,  the  fraternal  societies  became 
the  center  of  Lithuanian  ethnic,  cultural, 
and  religious  activities  in  America. 

Most  societies  were  established 
within  an  existing  Polish  church  where 
the  new  Lithuanian  immigrants  tended 
to  congregate.  Though  the  Poles  offered 
a shared  common  history  their  differences 
were  readily  apparent.  As  a result, 
when  the  number  of  Lithuanians  increased 
fraternal  societies  were  formed  which 
became  the  nucleus  for  the  establishment 
of  their  own  Lithuanian  parishes.  Though 
most  societies  were  religious  in  nature, 
others  were  political,  military,  literary, 
choral,  dramatic,  temperance,  and  Free 
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Thinkers.  The  names  of  these  societies 
were  drawn  from  popular  saints  and 
Lithuanian  national  heroes.  A society  of 
St.  Casimir,  St.  George,  or  St.  Joseph, 
can  generally  be  found  in  every  Lithuani- 
an community. 

The  most  dashing  were  the  military 
societies  which  wore  colorful  uniforms 
with  swords  during  parades,  church 
processions,  and  ceremonial  functions. 
The  leaders  of  these  societies  evolved 
into  the  leaders  of  various  nationwide 
Lithuanian  organizations.  These  societies 
were  not  only  responsible  for  the  preser- 
vation of  Lithuanian  culture  in  America, 
but  helped  spread  Lithuanianism  back  to 
the  homeland  still  under  Russian  and 
German  occupation. 

Traditionally,  Danville,  Pennsylvania 
is  credited  with  having  formed  the  first 
Lithuanian  community  in  1869,  and  Skam- 
okin,  Pennsylvania,  the  first  Lithuanian 
society  (St.  Adelbert  Mutual  Society)  in 
1871.  Vvhich  society  and  parish  ws  the 
firstin  AMerica  can  be  argued  by  various 
supporters  from  New  York  to  Baltimore 
and  from  Boston  to  Chicago.  The  purpose 
of  this  article  is  not  to  take  a position 
on  such  claims  but  to  enlighten  our 
membership  to  the  existence  of  these 
early  societies.  Having  beren  raised  in 
the  Baltimore  Lithuanian  Community, 
much  of  the  presented  material  deals 
with  its  societies.  Readers  are  encouraged 
to  research  your  own  Lithuanian  commun- 
ity history  and  to  report  on  such  frater- 
nal societies  in  your  own  area. 

One  relic  that  appears  to  have 
been  common  to  most  Lithuanian  Frater- 
nal Benefit  Societies  was  the  membership 
badge.  These  colorful  flag  like  ribbons 
were  normally  embellished  with  gold 
printed  Lithuanian  society  identifications, 
gold  fringed  bottoms,  and  rossettes  with 
the  photograph  of  the  society's  namesake. 
These  ribbons  were  worn  proudly  at  all 
official  functions  and  worn  with  their 
black  reverse  sides  during  memorial 
services.  Frequently  the  badges  are 
mounted  on  pin  cross  bars  illustrating 
seals,  crossed  flags,  or  shaking  hands  of 
friendship.  Most  of  the  Baltimore  society 
badges  were  made  by  the  Hyatt  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
but  there  were  numerous  similar  firms 
throughout  the  United  States. 


Society  Badges  reverses  in  black  silk,  for 
wearing  at  funerals  of  members,  etc. 


Lithuanian  Society  of  St.  George  the  War- 
rior, Baltimore,  Maryland,  circa  1925.  Note  mem- 
bership uniforms  and  fraternal  badges  worn  by 
two  members  holding  photo  of  St.  George  in 
center. 
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FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion  , Michipan.  (See  next  pape) 


4. 


VILNIUS  MORTGAGE  BOND 


(Continued  from  page  3 ) 


This  month  we  are  featurinp  a special  item;  a 
\'ilnius  Mortpape/Savinps  Bond!  This  very  larpe 
bond  was  issued  during  the  time  that  Lithuania's 
capital  city  was  freed  from  Polish  occupation  in 
October,  1939.  The  notes  were  issued  to  raise 
money  for  the  financing  and  restoration  of  the 
capital  city. 

Attached  to  the  bonds  were  coupons,  which 
paid  4.5%  interest,  and  were  redeemable  in  dated 
increments. 

The  design  of  the  obverse  features  a bust  of 
Grand  Duke  Gediminas,  the  founder  of  the  capital 
city.  The  design  is  contained  in  an  oak  leaf  wreath, 
which  features  various  Vilnius  scenes/landmarks 
within  shields.  In  the  background  center  are  found 
the  Columns  of  Gediminas  emblems.  Notes  were 

issued  in  25,  , 50,  100,  500,  and  1000  Lits. 

The  text  translates:  "Vilnius  Mortgage  Bond, 
1939  4.5%.  The  National  Treasury  is  indebted  to 
the  holder  of  this  bond  for  ^ Lits.  For  this  sum 
the  National  Treasury  will  pay  four  and  a half 
percent  annual  interest;  it  is  paid  once  yearly  for 
the  prior  year.  The  1939  4.5%  Vilnius  mortage 

bonds  may  be  purchased  at  face  value  until  the 
25th  day  of  October,  1950.  Bonds  are  redeemed  in 
the  order  they  are  issued,  beginning  with  1944, 
annually  on  the  4 and  5th  days  of  October.  Kaunas, 
October  25,  1939.  Minister  of  Finance,  Director  of 
Finance.  No.  029525,  50,  Letter  B,  50. 
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The  translation  of  the  attached  coupons  (illust- 
rated above)  is:  1939  4.5%  50  Lits  Letter  B.  Vilnius 
MortgageBond.  On  1950,  October  25,  the  National 
Treasury  will  pay  to  the  bearer  of  this  coupon 
Two  lits  and  25  Cents.  Signed,  Minister  of  Finance, 
Signed,  Director  of  Finance. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  bond,  are  details, 

excerpted  from  the  Lithuanian  Government  News. 
This  text  translates:  "EXCERPT,  from  the  1939 
4.5%  Vilnius  Mortgage  statue  (From  Government 
News  No.  670,  Line  4934.). 

2.  This  indebtedness  is  issued  in  blank  mortg- 
age bonds.  Par  value  of  the  morgage  bonds  in  25, 

50,  100,  500,  and  100  lits.  7.  Morgage  bonds  can  be 
purchased  until  October  25,  1950.  Mortgage  bonds 
can  be  purchased  at  their  face  value.  8.  Mortgage 
bonds  may  be  purchased  in  the  order  of  issue. 
Morgage  bonds  issuance  begins  in  1941,  annually  on 
the  1st  to  the  5th  days  of  October.  Each  year  a 

10th  part  of  the  issued  bond  is  circulated.  The 
bonds  issued  each  year  are  recorded  in  the  Govern- 
ment News. 
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9.  Bonds  issued  in  order  are  redemed  beginning 
with  the  day  upon  which  the  term  starts  to  redeem 
the  following  series  of  coupons  for  the  next  bonds, 
interst  accruing  on  the  mortgage  bonds  for  the 
expired  term  are  not  paid.  10.  Anyone  submitting  a 
mortgage  bond  for  payment  must  also  present  all 
coupons  of  unexpired  interest;  otherwise,  the  sum 
of  interest  involved  in  the  missing  coupons  will  be 
deducted.  11.  The  mortgage  bond  and  the  interst 
bearing  coupons  are  payable  in  those  offices  as 
designated  by  the  Finance  Minister. 

12.  The  mortgage  bond  and  the  interest  bearing 
coupons  from  the  bond  will  be  paid  to  the  bearer 
of  the  bond  or  coupon.  13.  Mortgage  bonds  are 
redeemable  10  years  form  the  date  designated  for 
their  redemption.  Interest  bearing  coupons  are 
payable  for  5 years  from  the  date  designated  for 
their  redemption.  Bonds  and  interest  bearing  coupons 
presented  later  are  not  payable.  14.  Mortgage  bonds 
or  interst  bearing  coupons  may  be  transferred  with 
no  written  endorsements." 

The  bond  illustrated  with  this  article  is  on 
exhibit  in  the  numismatic  room  at  the  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  in  Chicago. 


The  above  translation  is  by  our  LNA  translator 
Val  Matelis,  who  is  now  retiring  at  age  86  after 
many  years  of  much  appreciated  service  to  the 
LNA.  This  includes  translating  all  3 of  Jonas  Karys' 
Lithuanian  numismatic  books.  Our  salute  and  heartfelt 
thanks  to  you,  Val!  Without  your  help,  what  we 
have  done  in  the  LNA  would  not  have  been  possible. 
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I first  noticed  such  badges  as  a 
small  child  while  visiting  my  grandparents 
residences,  but  took  no  great  interest  in 
their  purpose  or  history.  Since  those 
days,  I have  observed  similar  badges  in 
almost  every  Lithuanian  community  I 
have  visited.  These  colorful  fraternal 
badges  are  worthy  of  preservation  as 
they  graphically  illustrate  the  early 
history  of  the  Lithuanian  immigrant  to 
America. 

The  Baltimore  Lithuanian  Community 
is  typical  of  most  founded  in  a large 
industrial  city.  The  early  immigrants 
initially  joined  St.  Stanislaus  Kostka 
Polish  Parish  whose  pastor  was  the  Lithu- 
anian priest  the  Rev.  Petras  Koncius. 
Being  conscious  of  their  Lithuanian 
identity  these  parishers  formed  the  St. 
John  the  Baptist  Beneficient  Society  in 
1885.  Among  its  most  important  work 
was  the  raising  of  $12,000  during  the 
1887-1889  period  which  was  used  to 
purchase  an  old  Jewish  synagogue  located 
at  Saratoga  and  Paca  Streets.  This  syna- 
gogue became  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  the  first 
Lithuanian  parish  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. As  the  parish  grew,  the  congrega- 
tion purchased  the  larger  St.  Alp;honsus 
Church  located  a few  blocks  away  at 
Saratoga  and  Park  Avenue  which  continues 
in  use  to  this  day. 

Pastors  of  the  parish  have  included 
th  Rev.  Juozas  Lietuvnikas  (1893-I9A3), 
Msr.  Louis  J.  Mendelis  (19A3-1979),  and 
Rev.  Anthony  Dranginis  (1979  to  present). 
The  society  was  also  instrumental  in 
raising  funds  to  build  the  Lithuanian 
Hall  at  850  Hollins  Street,  which  is  the 
central  meeting  place  of  the  Baltimore 
Lithuanian  community. 

Over  the  years  there  have  been 
approximately  20  Lithuanian  fraternal 
societies  associated  with  the  city  of 
Baltimore  alone.  Accompanying  this 
article  are  photographs  of  several  of  the 
Batlimore  Lithuanian  Fraternal  BAdges 
used  during  the  1885  through  1900  period. 
Though  these  badges  are  frequently 
found  in  poor  shape  due  to  their  ribbons 
having  been  made  of  silk  they  still 
preserve  the  Lithuanian  ethnic  identity 
of  their  original  owners.  These  badges 

proudly  proclaim  the  past  owner  as 
naving  been  Lithuanian  and  desirous  of 
proclaiming  his  religion, history,  language, 

and  tradition.  Such  memorabilia  is  a 
fitting  addition  to  any  Lithuanian  numis- 
matic collection. 


Money  in  Estonia.  Latvia  and  Lithuania 


Illustrated  in  the  Lithuanian  section 
are:  THe  Siauliai  (Siady)  German  15  kopeck 
note  of  1915,  the  Panevezys  5 Ruble  note,  the 
Silute  25  note  of  the  Memel  Territory,  a 1/2 
Mark  note  of  1922  from  Memel,  and  a 100  Ost-M- 
ark  note  of  1918. 

Bank  of  Lithuanian  notes  illustrated  are: 
50  Litu  1922,  1,000  Litu  192A,  100  Litu  1928,  20 
Litu  1930,  and  the  historic  1938  10  Litu  specimen, 
along  with  the  1938  10  Litu  commemorative  coin 
featuring  Antanas  Smetona. 
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Money  in  1 'sionia.  Latvia  and  Lithuania 


(Jeld  in  l-stland.  Jutland  uiid  Ltauen 
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1915-1940 


It  is  estimated  that  over  500  Lithu- 
anian fraternal  societies  existed  in  the 
United  States  b y the  turn  of  the  century. 
Anywhere  there  was  a Lithuanian  parish 
or  social  hall  there  were  several  such 
societies.  The  development  of  a photo- 
graphic history  of  such  badges  would  be 
a worthy  endeavor.  Many  of  these  socie- 
ties issued  tokens,  such  as  the  Lithuanian 
lodge  tokens  of  Chicago  and  Philadelphia, 
which  we  have  previously  featured  here 
in  The  Knight. 

Two  excellent  historical  sources  on 
the  early  history  of  these  socieites  are 
Dr.  Antanas  Kucas,  Lithuanians  in  Ameri- 
ca, Boston,  1975,  and  Algirdas  M.  Budrec- 
kis.  The  Lithuanians  in  America  1651-1975 
New  York,  1976. 

The  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture  has  a large  collection  of  such 
ribbons,  although  many  are  still  stored 
in  boxes  and  need  to  be  properly  organ- 
ized by  some  ambitious  individual  volun- 
teer. 
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LITHUANIAN 
NUMISMATIC 
DICTIONARY 

CECHAS  (See  Sevsko  Cechas). 

CZECH  GRASIS-See  Pragos  grasis. 

CERVONCAS.  (Slavic,  Cervonec,  a "red  mushroom”.),  a.  a nickname  current  in  Russia  in  the  18th  century,  attached 
to  a foreign  gold  piece  (a  Dutch  or  other  ducat),  b.  A Russian  gold  piece  of  the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  closely  resem- 
bling the  Dutch  ducats;  c.  in  post-revolutionary  Russia,  1922,  a banknote  of  one  chervonca  was  printed,  in  the  value  of 
10  rubles,  and  in  1923,  an  attempt  was  made  to  strike  a gold  piece  weighing  8.6  gr.  assaying  at  0.900. 

CERVONY  ZLOTY/Material  Monies.  Primitive  exchange  items  from  all  countries  and  in  all  times,  which  do  not  fit  into 
modern  money,  or  into  the  concept  of  money;  all  primite,  material,  prehistoric  monies. 

DALERIS/Dollar  (Swedish  daler  and  riksdaler,  from  the  German  taler);  in  Sweden  from  the  l6th  to  the  19th  centuries 
a "taler"  (similar  to  the  mark)  a high  assay  silver  coin,  initially  weighing  29. gr.  and  valued  (for  instance  in  1530) 
equally  with  3 Swedish  marks.  Later,  that  silver  dollar  depreciated  somewhat,  and  its  value  shifted,  until  the  end  of 
the  19th  century,  when  Sweden  initiated  the  Krona.  The  value  of  the  dollar  was  noted  and  evaluated  in  the  flat  coins  of 
the  17th  and  18th  centuries  in  Sweden. 

"DALIS"/Portion.  (In  Russian,  dolia)  l/96th  of  the  old  Russian  zolotnyk;  in  the  metric  system,  about  H.A37  mg. 

DAREIKA/Daric.  (Greek,  dareikos;  Persian,  dara),  a regnal  gold  coin  of  the  Persians,  originally  struck  in  the  6th 
and  5th  centuries,  B.C.  ; this  designation  arose  from  the  fam'ous  Darius  I,  the  Great  (522-^6  B.C.),  king  of  Persia.  The 
original  darac  weighed  about  8.^  gr.  its  assay  weight  was  over  0.980.  It  was  also  the  Persian  Shekel,  weighing  1/60  of 
its  Mina.  Until  its  defeat  by  Alexander  of  Macedon,  the  gold  darac  and  the  lesser  valued  silver  daric  siglos  (of  which 
20  equalled  one  gold  daric)  were  the  basic  coins  of  the  Persian  Empire. 

OARLEHNSKASSE  OST/Credit  Corporation  of  the  East.  One  of  about  1800  German  loan  agencies,  operating  during  the 
period  of  the  first  World  War.  Under  the  authority  of  the  German  Army  Commander  in  the  East,  the  "East  Bank  for  Trade 
and  Commerce"  in  Poznan,  organized  in  1916  (under  the  terms  of  accepted  agencies)  the  Credit  Corporation  for  the  East, 
which  was  empowered  to  cover  German  occupied  Lithuanian  territory,  and  other  neighboring  regions  attached  to  it,  with  a 
new  currency,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  treasury  functions  of  the  occupied  territories.  This  Credit  Corporation 
established  the  socalled  East  Ruble  standard,  suppored  by  "all  wealth  of  the  East  Bank,"  and  on  April  17,  1916,  prined 
banknotes  in  that  standard  (Darlehnskassenscheine).  On  June  26,  1916,  a branch  of  the  CCE  was  opened  in  Kaunas,  empowered 
to  release  into  circulation  100  million  East  rubles.  By  edict  of  the  occupation  government,  on  August  6,  1916,  these 
ruble  notes  wore  declared  to  be  legal  tender  for  Lithuania  (including  the  former  Suvalkai,  Gardinas,  Vilnius  and  Kaunas 
regions),  the  rate  of  exchange  was  one  east  ruble  equalled  one  ruble  of  the  Russian  czar  or  two  German  marks.  For  small 
change,  the  "iron  kopecks"  soon  appeared.  This  new  currency  placed  in  circulation,  offered  easy  (Lombard)  loans.  Accept- 
table  security:  Russian  rubles  (Banknotes);  German  marks;  loan  deeds;  bills  of  exchange  (up  to  a year's  term);  of  the 
Reich  or  separate  regions  of  Germany  Treasury;  other  documents  of  value  (in  the  eyes  of  the  East  Bank);  precious  metals; 
and  hard  assets.  Institutions  of  public  justice  and  the  high  command  of  the  German  Army  could  get  loans  here  by  other 
means  (!)  Notes  issued  by  the  CCE  would,  if  necessary,  be  reeemed  by  the  East  Bank,  paying  for  them  by  Russian  rubles  at 
the  rate  of  exchange  published  on  August  6,  1916.  On  March  30,  1917,  the  CCE  was  separated  from  the  East  Bank,  its 
headquarters  transferred  to  Kaunas,  and  on  that  occasion  it  was  announced  that  in  the  event  of  liquidation  of  the  East 
rubles,  they  would  be  redeemed  not  by  Russian  rubles  but  by  German  marks,  at  the  exchange  rate  of  two  German  marks  for 
the  East  rubles.  At  that  time,  the  CCE  came  under  the  direct  control  and  supervision  of  the  high  command.  A commission 
of  three  persons  established  by  the  high  command  was  appointed  the  Treasury  administration;  all  more  important  posts 
were  awarded  to  the  military.  lOn  the  spring  of  1918  (notes  dated  April  Hh),  the  CCE  exchanged  its  ruble  for  a new 
currency  standard,  the  Eastmark,  though  the  Eastruble  banknotes  were  not  withdrawn  from  circulation.  The  redemption  of 
the  Estmarks  was  guaranteed  by  the  Reich  itself,  which  promised  to  pay  for  them  in  German  marks  on  a standard  of  one  for 
one.  The  revived  Government  of  Lithuania,  having  no  other  option,  on  December  30,  1918,  signed  a treaty  with  the  CCE  by 
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which  the  CCE  would  continue  further  to  function  as  Lithuania's  bank  of  issuance.  The  notes  it  issued,  East  marks  (which 
were  officially  designated  as  "auksiniai"  by  the  Lithuanian  Government's  resolution  of  February  26,  1919)  remained  legal 
tender  in  Lithuania  until  the  fall  of  1922;  on  Octdober  1,  1922,  the  Lithuanian  Litas  was  placed  into  circulation. 

OEKADA/Decade.  From  the  Latin  decas,  the  Greek  deka — a totality  of  ten,  the  sum  of  ten;  likewise,  a stretch  of 
ten  years  (for  example,  the  third  decade  of  the  lAth  century  began  in  1321  and  ended  in  1330). 

DEKAORACHMA.  a.  An  old  Greek  silver  coin  of  ten  drachmas,  weighing  about  A3  g.  b.  In  modern  times,  a Greek  gold 
piece  of  10  drachmas,  later,  in  silver,  and  finally  a coni  of  ten  drachmas  in  nickel. 


Graiku  dekadrachmos:  1,  senoves  (apie  479  sen.  eros);  2,  dabartine. 


DENARAS/Denar  (Roman  denarius,  French  denier).  1.  A silver  coin  of  historical  Rome,  originally  struck  about  292 
B.C.,  of  10  (later  16)  copper  assay  value.  Originally,  a denarius  weighed  about  A. 5 gr.  later  it  was  lightened  to  about 
3.9  gr.  by  Nero.  And  finally  to  3. A gr,  in  the  third  century  of  our  era,  it  became  very  small  and  finally  was  discon- 
tinued. 2.  Following  the  denar,  Pippin  the  Short  of  the  Charlemagne  kings  (752-768)  initiated  the  silver  denier  coin, 
known  in  Latin  as  the  "denarius  new"  , weighing  2A  grains  (about  1.56  g);  2A0  of  them  were  struck  out  of  Charlemagn's 
pound  of  silver.  This  coin  was  widely  circulated  in  Europe,  in  England  as  the  penny,  and  denar  (in  Germany,  Italy, 
Spain,  Switzerland,  Poland  and  elsewhere)  prototype.  3-  The  denars  (see  Pinigeliai)  were  also  struck  in  Lithuania: 
Kestutis  circulated  them  from  Trakai,  Alexander  and  Sigmund  August,  from  Vilnius.  Kestutis'  denar  appeared  in  the  sixth 
decade  of  the  lAth  century  , weighed  about  0.5  g.,  and  contained  about  0.500  in  silver.  In  Lithuania's  areas,  it  was 
basically  termed  "small  change,"  but  since  ten  of  them  constituted  a "grasis,"  to  traders  and  other  money  handlers,  this 
"small  change"  was  called  a denar.  The  Vilnius  denars  were  already  billon  and  smaller;  Alexander's  (struck  in  the  turn 
of  the  15th  and  l6th  centuries)  and  Sigmund  August  (struck  in  the  middle  of  the  l6th  century)  weighed  an  average  of 
barely  1/3  gr. 


1,  sen.  romenu  denaras;  2,  Pipino  “denarius  novus”  (denier)  VIII  a.;  3. 
Frankp  Kara!.  Liudviko  (pirmoje  IX  a.  pus.),  su  irasu  “Dorestatus”;  4, 
Meisseno  (vok.)  XII-XIII  a.  savartos  denaras-brakteatas;  5,  Brandenburgo 
sid.  denaras  (XIII  a.);  6,  LDK-tystes  (Zyg.  Augusto)  bilon.  denaro  vard. 
puse  (zr.  Pinigeliai). 


Stephan  Batoras  (1581-1582)  also  issued  denars,  but  this  cojp,  according  to  its  physical  properties,  barely  equalled  a 
half  of  the  latter  denars.  Later,  single  denars  were  no  longer  issued  in  Lithuania.  However,  ten  of  them  always  consti- 
tuted a grasis,  and  the  grasis  was  always  divided  into  ten  denars,  until  the  money  of  the  joint  Polish-Lithuanian  state 
decreased  to  a point  that  the  denar  lost  its  value  entirely  and  was  forgotten.  In  its  place,  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania 
instituted  the  shilling  (at  the  turn  of  the  l6th-17th  centuries);  three  shillings  constituted  the  grasis. 

DENEZKA/Dene jka— A historical  coin  of  Czarist  Russia,  developing  from  the  Denga.  At  the  beginning  of  the  19th 
century,  a copper  denga  was  still  being  struck  there,  with  its  half,  the  Polushka.  In  the  1839-A8  series  of  copper 
coins,  the  denga  no  longer  appears,  and  its  place  is  taken  by  the  1/2  kopeck  coin.  In  18A9,  the  latter  nominally  was 
struck  as  a coin  but  not  a 1/2  kopeck,  but  as  "denejka"  and  this  new  term  stuck.  However,  in  the  second  half  of  the  19th 
century,  the  name  of  1/2  kopeck  was  engrave  upon  the  coin,  and  with  that  name  it  remained  until  the  end  (1917).  The  USSR 
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WANT  ADS 


LETTERS 


WANTED:  Passports  of  Lithuania  and 
other  Baltic  states,  by  worldwide  passports 
collector.  Make  offer  to:  Guy  Van  Keer, 
Avenue  De  L'Optimisme  21,  B-llAO 
BRUXELLES  (Belgium). 

* * ★ 

FOR  TRADE:  I have  several  duplicate 
Lith.  minor  coins  and  stamps.  Will  correspond 
with  anyone  who  has  duplicates  or  unwanted 
Lith  tokens  or  script  to  trade  for  my  dupli- 
cates. Peter  Shulin,  6A5  Hayes  Ave,  Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  15301. 


★ ★ * 

WANTED:  1988  Sajudis  Medal,  and  1990 
Estonian  Music  Festival  tokens  (3  denomina- 
tions). Peter  S.  Horvitz,  1115  Hedgerow  Lane, 
Philadelphia,  PA  19115. 


* * * 

FOR  SALE:  Custom  Capital  Plastic 
holder  for  Lithuania's  1925,  1936,  and  1938 
coins  (14  total).  $25.00.  Balzekas  Museum  of 
Lithuanian  Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Rd., 
Chicago,  II  60629. 

* * * 

WANTED:  1988  Lithuanian  Sajudis 

Medal.  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion, 
Michigan  49224.  U.S.A. 

THE  KNIGHT  Volume  13  No.  3,  Issue 
#75.  The  official  publication  of  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association. 
Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR. 

Robert  J.  Douchis,  Columbia,  Md., 

DIRECTOR. 

Subscription/membership  for 

Volume  13  (5  issues)  a donation  of  $10 
or  more.  Write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association,  P.O.  Box  612  Columbia,  MD 
21045. 

Editor's  address:  Frank  Passic, 
900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Michigan 
49224. 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES,  Write:  Roland 
Martick,  Goose  Hole  Road,  Otterville. 
New  London,  New  Hampshire  03257. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Association  C-117903. 


I believe  a better  interpre- 
tation of  the  letters  LKD  on 

the  token  on  page  2 of  the 
Nov-Dec  1990  issue  of  The 

Knight  is  that  they  stand  for: 

LIETUVIU  KATALIKU 

DRAUGIJA — Lithuanian  Catholic 
Society.  If  a democratic  club 
were  the  issuing  organization, 
the  full  words  would  be: 

Lietuviu  Demokratu  Klubas — 

LDK,  not  LKD. 

— Aleksandras  Radzius 

Baltimore,  Md. 

I am  still  interested  in  our  LNA  publication 
and  I hope  more  Lithuanian  artifacts  come  to 
light,  and  I believe  more  will  in  the  upcoming 
future. 

On  my  way  back  from  Omaha  Nebraska  last 
year  I stopped  at  the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture  and  picked  up  a few  Lithuanian  souvenirs.  I 
have  had  several  uncles  and  cousins  who  operated 
saloons  in  the  Mt.  Carmel-Kulfsmont  area  of  Penns- 
sylvania,  and  I've  often  asked  them  if  they  ever 
had  any  tokens  or  artifacts  of  any  of  their  saloons 
or  clubs  they  belonged  to,  and  none  of  them  had 
any. 

I hope  to  see  somewhere  in  The  Knight 
where  someone  uncovers  a cache  of  medals  or 
tokens  and  offers  a few  for  sale.  I've  never  seen 
any  for  sale  of  this  type,  not  even  in  Lithuanian. 

— Peter  Shulin 

Washington,  Pennsylvania. 

I found  your  address  in  my  1991  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins. Numismatics  is  my  great 
hobby.  I am  very  interested  in  old  European  coins. 
I collect  them.  Especially  I have  some  coins  from 
Lietuva,  because  I like  this  heraldic  coat-of-arms 
with  the  knight  on  the  horse.  I would  like  to  join 
your  society.  Yours  faithfully, 

— Anna  Polinska 

Warsaw,  Poland. 
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